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 “MEDIA RELEASE No 2 

SUBMISSIONS TO PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE CALL FOR FOCUSED 

APPROACH, MAJOR RESOURCES, & ETHICAL CONDUCT 

 “The current Parliamentary Committee inquiring into sexual abuse by religious and other 

organizations has terms of reference are impossibly broad such as to render its task un-

manageable. “ 

“Given the thousands of religious and non-government organization embraced by the 

reference, the committee is in danger of pursuing a broad-brush superficial and inconsequential 

inquiry” said COIN President, Dr Bryan Keon-Cohen AM QC 

 COIN (Commission of Inquiry Now), a community group which includes victims and 

their families, lawyers, psychologists, former priests, and others, has sent two submissions to the 

Family  Community Development Committee. The Submissions are attached. 

“We have indicated the substantial resources necessary, in COIN’s view, to pursue even 

one part of the Committee’s reference, ie, sexual asaults perpetrated by Catholic priests only, and 

the inadequate response of that Church’s hierarchy” Dr Keon-Cohen said. 

 COIN’s resource-suggestions to the Committee include: 

 The need for it to have clear power to issue warrants of search and seizure, to 

compel evidence in oral or written form, and to deal efficiently with those 

refusing to co-operate other than via the cumbersome, lengthy, and uncertain 

process of contempt of the parliament; 

 Appointing Counsel assisting, both male and female; 

 Substantial research, administrative and IT staff, and office space; 

 Funding to Victim Support Groups to enable them to assist victims suffering 

literacy and other problems to compile and present evidence to the inquiry. 

“The announced inquiry is an inadequate and grossly under-resourced response by the 

government to a large complex and significant social and legal problem in Victoria” Dr 

Keon-Cohen said.  

 



 

 

 

“Further, ten weeks after its announcement, so far as the public is aware, the Committee 

has done nothing save advertise for public submissions. It seems we are left with the sort 

of inquiry you have when you don’t have an inquiry at all. This is degenerating into a 

cynical and cruel farse. Victims and their families deserve better. We need some 

answers” Dr Keon-Cohen said. 

 In a second submission dated 5/7/2012,  COIN alerted the Committee to the 

danger of victims of clergy sexual assault suffering “re-traumatization” when making 

submissions about their experiences.  

 “We have posed several questions about ethical investigation procedures and have 

sought answers” Dr Keon-Cohen said. “These include: 

 Whether the committee will actively seek documents from the church; 

 The committees powers of search and seizure; 

 Protection of a victim’s privacy; 

 Cost-benefit questions for victims when facing re-traumatisation, 

especially if the committee remains hopelessly under-resourced by the 

government, and its effectiveness compromise; 

 The provision of counseling services for victims.” 
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